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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 
 

 Assisting those of you with children in the Liberty County School District is the intent of 
this guide and represents one of many resources we make available to parents/guardians to 
ensure you understand the basics of what it takes for our students to progress from grade to 
grade and earn a high school diploma. 
 
 This guide is based on “The Next Generation Sunshine State Standards, The Common 
Core State Standards” at designated grade levels, the grade level expectations, and “The 
Student Progression Plan”, which governs grades, tests, attendance, courses, and how failing 
students can get assistance and accelerating students can go further and faster. 
 
 The next few pages will define some terms educators use, give examples of skills and 
subjects your child will be taught in each grade, explain what will happen if your child falls 
behind, what help is offered to catch up, and suggestions for what we, as parents, can do at 
home. 
 
 Even with the information contained within this guide, the best method to find out 
what’s happening with your child’s education is to talk to him/her every day about school.  
Dump out the book bag and look at what he’s learning.  Go over his schoolwork with him/her.  
Meet with the teacher face to face.  Ask Questions.  Meet with the principal.  Ask questions.  
Stay involved. 
 
 There is advice about who to call if you have more questions and how and when testing 
results can be appealed. 
 
 Your child’s education is a responsibility shared by the district and family during the 
child’s entire educational experience.   
 
 We hope this guide will be helpful.  Your comments are welcomed so that we can 
update this guide and make it even better.  Please feel free to contact my office at 643-2275 or 
PO Box 429, Bristol, Florida 32321 about this guide or any questions concerning our schools. 
 
Superintendent     Transportation 
643-2275 ext. 231     643-5242  
 
Finance      ESE Programs 
643-2275 ext. 225     643-2275 ext. 233 
 
Curriculum      Federal Programs 
643-2275 ext. 233     643-2275 ext. 233 
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PUTTING MEANING TO WORDS 
 

Progress Monitoring Plan: 
 
This is a plan that parents and teachers work together to develop when a child is having trouble 
keeping up with the skills required at this grade level.  This plan, which is written out and placed in a 
child’s folder, is used to chart and measure progress. 
 
Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS): 
 
In Florida, these standards are what your child is expected to know at each grade level.  Teachers 
are expected to teach this material.  All report card grades are based on these standards.  They are 
developed by the state and measured by a test called the FCAT 2.0 given to every public school 
student in grades 3 through 9 each spring. 
 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS): 
 
The Common Core State Standards developed in collaboration with teachers, school administrators, 
and education experts, establish clear and consistent goals for learning that will prepare our 
children for college and the workforce.  These standards define the knowledge and skills students 
should have within their K-12 education careers so that they will graduate from high school able to 
succeed in entry-level, credit-bearing academic college courses and in workforce training programs.  
States are being asked to adopt the Common Core State Standards in their entirety and include the 
core in at least 85% of the state’s standards in English-language arts and mathematics.  The 
standards: 

 Are aligned with college and workforce expectations; 
 Are clear, understandable and consistent; 
 Include rigorous content and application of knowledge through high-order skills; 
 Build upon strengths and lessons of current state standards; 
 Are informed by standards in other top performing countries, so that all students are 

prepared to succeed in our global economy and society; and 
 Are evidence-based. 

 
Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT 2.0): 
 
Also known as the FCAT 2.0, this is a series of tests given during a week in April to every public 
school student in Florida who is in grades 3 through 10.  During the week of testing, students 
actually take three different types of tests, each with a math, reading and a science section.  FCAT 
Writing 2.0 is administered in February annually for grades 4, 8 and 10. 
 
End of Course Exams (EOC):   
 
The Florida Department of Education (FDOE) is transitioning to EOC assessments for certain courses 
administered at the middle and high school levels. The Florida EOC Assessments are designed to 
measure student achievement of the NGSSS for specific courses, as outlined in their course 



Parent Guide 2013-2014 
 

Liberty County School Board Page 4 
 

descriptions (content knowledge and skills, as specified in the NGSSS benchmarks, taught in a 
course). These assessments are part of Florida's Next Generation Strategic Plan for increasing 
student achievement and improving college and career readiness. The first course to transition to 
EOC testing in Florida is Algebra 1. The schedule for implementing additional Florida EOC 
Assessments is posted at http://www.fldoe.org/asp/k12memo/pdf/tngcbtf.pdf. Course descriptions 
are posted at http://www.floridastandards.org/Courses/CourseDescriptionSearch.aspx.  
 
Exceptional Student Education Program (ESE): 
 
Through this program, students with disabilities receive an education designed through an 
Individual Educational plan (IEP) to meet their specific needs.  ESE students seeking regular 
diplomas take the same tests and are graded on the same scale as other students. 
   
Student Progression Plan: 
 
A long technical document detailing federal, state, and local rules concerning attendance, course of 
study, report cards, promotion and retention, testing, grading, academic standards, transfers, 
credits, honors, diplomas, scholarships, accelerated learning, and related topics.  It is reviewed 
annually by the School Board.  The full text is available in hard copy at every school, the district 
office, or on the district web site.  You may request a copy from your child’s school principal. 
 
Retention: 
  
This refers to students who do not move on to the next grade level at the end of the year due to 
poor academic performance.  For example, a 4th grade student who is unable at the end of the year 
to do 4th grade work is retained, or kept in 4th grade for another year. 
  
Extracurricular Activities: 
 
These are school sanctioned activities like clubs or athletic teams that happen either before or after 
school. 
 
Intervention Team (IT): 
 
This team consists of your child’s teacher(s), Guidance Counselor, Principal or AP, or any other 
professional that may provide information on your child, yourself and the child when appropriate.  
The team meets to discuss the educational needs of the child and develop a plan of action. 
 
Enrollment: 
  
Although most students start school when they enter kindergarten, Liberty County does have 
several pre-kindergarten programs for students as young as age 3.  In order to enter kindergarten, a 
child must have turned 5 on or before September 1. 
 
Enrolling in school for the first time is easy.  All you need is proof of your child’s age, a medical 
examination, contact information in case of emergency, and your address.  In certain grades, 

http://www.fldoe.org/asp/k12memo/pdf/tngcbtf.pdf
http://www.floridastandards.org/Courses/CourseDescriptionSearch.aspx
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including kindergarten, you will also have to provide documents showing that your child’s 
immunizations are up to date.  
 
Attendance: 
 
By law, children up to age 16 must come to school and parents may be prosecuted if children don’t 
attend.  Your child can’t succeed in school if he/she doesn’t attend regularly.  Too many absences 
could affect your child’s academic performance and prevent your child from moving on to the next 
grade.  District attendance policies are outlined in the Student Code of Conduct and individual 
school handbooks. 
 
After School Programs:  
 
After school programs are available for students at the 6–12 grade levels.  These programs are 
geared toward improving reading and math proficiency, student self-esteem, academic enrichment, 
homework help, or providing after school care.  For information on enrolling a child in the 21st 
Century after-school program contact Mr. Doug Hemanes at 1-850-326-1530. 
 

NEXT GENERATION SUNSHINE STATE STANDARDS and  

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS 

The foundation of our teaching, grades and tests. 

Next Generation Sunshine State Standards: 
You may have heard about the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards in media stories about 
education or from teachers and officials at your child’s school.  The standards are developed by the 
state, cover every academic subject, and are followed by every public school in Florida.  They state 
what your child is expected to know at different grade levels. 
 
For instance, by the end of 2nd grade, a student should be able to predict what a passage, or piece 
of writing is about based on its title and illustrations.  By the end of 12th grade, a student should be 
able to examine a literary work from several critical perspectives.  By 6th grade, a student should 
know the difference between weights and mass.  By 12th grade, a student should know that the 
electrical configuration in atoms determine how a substance reacts and how much energy is 
involved in reactions. 
 
Classroom instructions in every subject from art to zoology are based on these standards and 
teacher’s grades show how well students are performing according to the standards.  A student 
operating below his grade level cannot earn a C or better until his performance matches the grade 
he is in. 
 
Common Core State Standards: 
 
The Common Core State Standards Initiative (CCSSI) is a state-led effort to establish a single set of 
clear educational standards for English-language arts and mathematics that states can share and 
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voluntarily adopt. These standards are designed to ensure that students graduating from high 
school are prepared to go to college or enter the workforce and that parents, teachers, and 
students have a clear understanding of what is expected of them.  The standards are benchmarked 
to international standards to guarantee that our students are competitive in the emerging global 
marketplace. 
 
The standards will enable participating states to work together to: 

 Make expectations for students clear to parents, teachers, and the general public; 
 Encourage the development of textbooks, digital media, and other teaching materials 

aligned to the standards; 
 Develop and implement comprehensive assessment systems to measure student 

performance against the Common Core State Standards that will replace the existing testing 
systems that too often are inconsistent, burdensome and confusing; and 

 Evaluate policy changes needed to help students and educators meet the standards. 
 
Each spring a series of standardized tests are given in Liberty County public schools to measure how 
well students have learned these standards.  These tests, which currently measure reading, math, 
writing and science, are often referred to as the FCAT 2.0 or Florida Comprehensive Assessment 
Test and End of Course Exams (EOC). In non-FCAT tested grades, students take a summative 
assessment near the end of the year that is based on the standards taught at that grade level.  Your 
child’s performance on these tests can affect whether or not he/she moves on to the next grade.  
(Reference the Student Promotion Criteria)  All students who want to earn a standard high school 
diploma must be able to pass the FCAT 2.0 and appropriate End of Course Exams. 
 
If you’d like to read these standards for yourself, go to:  www.fldoe.org/bii/curriculum/sss/ and click 
on Next Generation Sunshine State Standards.  For the Common Core State Standards visit 
www.fldoe.org/schools/ccc.asp.  
 

Why students are tested, what the results mean 
 
Throughout your child’s school years, he/she will take dozens of standardized tests, including the 
Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test 2.0 (grades 3-9) and standards based summative 
assessments at grades 1st – 3rd.  End of Course exams that will be phased in at various grade levels, 
over the next few years. 
 
Standardized tests show how your child is doing compared to others and track his/her progress over 
time.  Your child’s teacher has all the testing records for your child and uses them to see if there’s a 
problem that requires additional help or a different way of teaching.  Tests also help teachers 
identify students’ strengths in order to provide more challenging academic opportunities.  Schools 
use testing results to develop school-wide plans for improving academic performances.  All testing 
results are available to parents. 
 
*Norm-referenced tests compare your child to others across the nation.  Results are commonly 
reported as a percentile.  If a student scores at the 75th percentile on a norm-referenced test, it  
 

http://www.fldoe.org/bii/curriculum/sss/
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/ccc.asp
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means that he/she did better than 75 percent of the students in the same grade level taking the 
same test.  It does not mean that he/she answered 75 percent of the questions correctly.  The 
lowest acceptable passing score on a norm-referenced test is the 35th percentile. 
 
*For several portions of the FCAT 2.0, students’ scores are assigned a level. 
 
Level 5 is the highest that can be achieved and indicates that the student can handle the most 
challenging material. 
 
Level 4 shows performance above grade level. 
 
Level 3 indicates a student is learning as he/she should. 
 
Level 2 is a yellow flag that a student needs to work harder and receive extra help at home and at 
school. 
 
Level 1 is a red flag that the child is performing far below where he/she should be and may not be 
promoted to the next grade. 
 

FCAT Writes 2.0 – The FCAT also includes a writing test in grades 4, 8, and 10, which is given in late 
February or early March of each year.  This test requires students to write about an assigned topic.  
Beginning in 2012-2013 writing conventions and quality details will be weighted more heavily 
than in past years. 
 
FAIR and MAZE are reading diagnostic assessments conducted three times during the year for 
students that scored Level 1 or are in an intensive reading class.  These results help teachers 
construct appropriate lessons for the student. 
 

Classworks and Performance Matters are progress monitoring tests that are conducted three times 
during the year for all students, in the areas of reading, math and science.  The results of these tests 
provide teachers and parents with important information regarding the progress students are 
making during the school year.  These results are used by classroom teachers to make strategic 
changes in classroom instruction to afford the student the opportunity to achieve their full 
academic potential.     
 

End-of-Course exams are comprehensive exams that assess the knowledge of students in specific 
content areas.  Currently, EOCs are administered for Algebra, Geometry, Biology, Civics and U.S. 
History.  For more information on EOC’s contact your school guidance counselor.  
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WHAT YOUR CHILD SHOULD BE  
LEARNING IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 

Every child in the State of Florida should be learning the same things in the same grades.  The 
Florida Department of Education has created a list of learning goals for students in every grade.  
This list is called the Florida Next Generation Sunshine State Standards.  Schools are supposed to 
make sure that their teachers are teaching these skills in their classrooms.  Here are some of the 
important skills outlined in the NGSSS that your child should be learning at school between second 
and fifth grade. 

 

 Writes stories, poems, letters and simple reports. 
 Edit own writing, correcting spelling, grammar and punctuation. 
 Read books, magazines and stories and be able to explain what they have read. 
 Listen to and understand stories, songs and poems. 
 Learn to read a map, graph and table. 
 Do hands-on projects in school such as creating simple models, charts, books, and 

science experiments. 
 Learn to apply math to the real world. 
 Study about other countries. 
 Study the history of Florida and the United States. 
 Understand the basic structure of the U.S. Government. 
 Use a computer for simple writing assignments and educational games. 

 

During the 2011-2012 school year the Common Core Standards were phased in for Kindergarten, 
followed by 1st Grade in 2012-2013. 
 

HOW TO FIND OUT IF YOUR CHILD IS LEARNING THESE THINGS 
 

Pay attention to what your child is learning in school.  Look regularly at your child’s homework 
assignments and samples of work they bring home.  Ask your child’s teacher for a copy of the 
“syllabus” or outline of the course of study for the year or grading period.  Look at the schoolbooks 
that your child brings home.  When you visit your child’s school, look at the students’ work on the 
classroom walls. 
 

You can also look at the list of Florida Next Generation Sunshine State Standards and the Common 
Core State Standards, which describe exactly what your child should be learning at each grade level.  
The standards can be viewed at the Florida Department of Education web site at 
www.fldoe.org/bii/curriculum/sss/.  For a list of requirements by grade level for the Common Core 
State Standards visit www.fldoe.org/schools/ccc.asp.    
 

If you have questions or concerns about what your child is learning in their class, make an 
appointment to meet with their teacher.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions if you think your child is 
not being taught what is listed in the Florida Next Generation Sunshine State Standards or the 
Common Core State Standards for their grade level. 
 

http://www.fldoe.org/bii/curriculum/sss/
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/ccc.asp
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MIDDLE SCHOOL – 6th, 7th & 8th grades 
 

What courses your child will take in middle school? 
 

During the middle school years of 6th, 7th and 8th grade, students have to complete specific courses 
in order to be promoted to high school.  These courses include the following: 

 Three (3) middle school or higher courses in English.  These courses shall emphasize 
literature, composition, and technical text.  

 Three (3) middle school or higher courses in mathematics.  Each middle school must 
offer at least one high school-level mathematics course for which students may earn 
high school credit.  

o For students taking high school level courses the successful completion of a 
Algebra I or geometry course is not contingent upon the student’s 
performance on the end-of-course (EOC) assessment required under s. 
1008.22 (3)(c)2.a(I).  However, beginning with the 2012-2013 school year, to 
earn high school credit for an Algebra I course a middle school student must 
pass the Algebra I end-of–course assessment, and beginning with the 2012-
2013 school year, to earn high school credit for a geometry course, a middle 
school student must pass the geometry end-of-course assessment. 

 Three (3) middle school or higher courses in social studies, one semester of which 
must include the study of state and federal government and civics education.  

 Three (3) middle school or higher courses in science.  
o For student taking high school level courses the successful completion of a 

high school level Biology I course is not contingent upon the student’s 
performance on the end-of-course assessment required under s. 
1008.22(3)(c) 2.a.(II).  However, beginning with the 2012-2013 school year, 
to earn high school credit for a Biology I course, a middle school student 
must pass the Biology I end-of-course assessment.  

 One (1) semester – long course in career and education planning to be completed in 
seventh or eighth grade.   

 On (1) semester of physical education is required each year for students enrolled in 
grades 6-8.  

 
The Common Core English Language Arts and Literacy standards will be taught in Social Studies and 
Science and technical courses.  This means that students will be required to read a variety of text 
closely, answer questions which require them to support their answers with evidence from the text, and 
write clearly and concisely to support their answers within these subject areas. 
 

In addition to these courses students also take electives.  Students who have been retained or are in 
danger of retention may take basic skills intensive courses instead of electives in order to catch up. 
 

Certain immunizations are required for students depending on the grade they are entering.  Please 
make sure your child’s immunizations are up to date and that the school has a copy of his/her 
record. 
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Students within the Liberty County School District have several options for graduation.  These 
include: 
 

*Regular 24 credit program. 
*Accelerated 18 credit career preparation program. 
*Accelerated 18 credit college preparation program. 
*Special Diploma option for exceptional education students only. 

 

NOTE:  STUDENTS AND PARENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO MEET WITH THE GUIDANCE 
COUNSELOR TO DISCUSS THESE OPTIONS BEFORE MAKING A SELECTION. 
 

WHAT COURSES YOUR CHILD WILL TAKE IN HIGH SCHOOL   
 

                           STANDARD DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS 

English  
4 credits in ELA I, II, III, IV  

 Reading 10
th

 Grade, MP FCAT  

 Must take 10
th

 grade FCAT Writing  

Math 4 credits 

 Algebra I, MP EOC;30 % EOC  

 Geometry, 30% EOC  

 2 may be substituted with allowable industry certification 
courses that lead to college credit 

 

Science 3 credits 

 Biology 1, 30% EOC;  

 2 credits equally rigorous course  

 2 of 3 required credits must have lab  

 1 credit may be substituted with allowable industry 
certification that lead to college credit  

Social Studies 3 credits  

 US History, 30% EOC;  

 World History;  

 ½ Economics; ½ Government 

Fine/Performing Arts 1 credit 

Foreign Language None 

Physical Education with Health 1 credit 

Electives/Other 8 credits electives  

Online Course Requirement 1 course – Excludes driver’s education 

Total  24 Credits  

24 credits may be earned through equivalent, applied, or integrated or career education courses, including 
work-related internships 
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DIPLOMA DESIGNATIONS 

 Scholar Designation Diploma  
(in addition to Standard Diploma Requirements) 

Merit Design Diploma  

English  MP 11
th

 Grade ELA assessment  
(when administered) 

4 credits in ELA I, II, III, IV  

 Reading 10
th

 Grade MP 
FCAT 

 Must take 10
th

 grade FCAT 
Writing 

Math  Algebra II, MP CC assessment (when 
administered) 

 Statistics ( or equally rigorous course) 

4 Credits 

 Algebra I, MP EOC; 30% 
EOC   

 Geometry, 30% EOC  

 2 credits may be 
substituted with allowable 
industry certification courses 
that lead to college credit 

Science  Biology I, MP EOC; 

 Chemistry or Physics 

 1 credit equally rigorous course 

3 credits 

 Biology 1, 30% EOC;  

 2 credits equally rigorous 
course  

 2 of 3 required credits 
must have lab  

 1 credit may be 
substituted with allowable 
industry certification that lead 
to college credit 

Social Studies  US History, MP EOC 3 credits 

 US History, 30% EOC;  

 World History;  

 ½ Economics; ½ 
Government 

Fine 
Performing 
Arts 

1 credit 1 credit 

Foreign 
Language 

2 credits 

 Must be same foreign language 

None 

Physical 
Education with 
Health 

1 credit 1 credit 

Electives Other Must earn one AP, IB, AICE, or dual enrollment course 
credit  

8 credits electives 

Online Course  
Requirement 

1 course – excludes a driver education course 1 credit – Excludes a driver education 
course 

Total 24 credits 24 credits 
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Academic Advisement/College Planning:  
 
 In today’s world, students and their parents often must begin making preliminary decisions about 
college and careers as early as middle school.  Guidance counselors at each school oversee 
academic counseling and college/career planning services for students.  Guidance counselors are 
available to provide parents and students with information on course selection, college planning 
and applications, financial aid, other post-secondary education options, and careers.    
 
Each fall, the Chipola Consortium in conjunction with member districts, provides a college and 
career fair for students in the five county areas.  In addition schools provide parent information on 
Bright Futures, Financial Aid, and ACT, SAT testing information. Parent nights will be held during the 
school year to provide parents opportunities to learn about these topics.   For information on 
academic, and college/career planning, call the school’s guidance counselor for assistance.  

 
How to know if your child may be retained and what you can do. 
 
If your child’s teacher believes that your child is falling behind and is in danger of being retained, 
you will be notified in writing by a letter asking you to sign it and send it back.  This letter will ask 
you to call and set up a conference at a time convenient to you.  At this time, school officials and 
parents will work together to develop a Progress Monitoring Plan (PMP) that outlines where your 
child is having trouble and what can be done at home and at school to promote academic success.  
The school’s goal is to avoid retention by involving the parent in a plan that will help the child catch 
up during the school year.  Students performing below grade level will receive periodic progress 
reports and remediation opportunities will be offered.  If this PMP does not result in increased 
academic success the teachers may request an IT (Intervention Team) meeting.  This meeting will 
address the PMP, and make suggestions for intervention. 
 

Retention Grades K-5 and grades 6-8 
 
Students will be retained if they do not meet promotion criteria as outlined on the promotion 
criteria sheet for each grade. 
 

Retention Grades 9-12 
 
High school students failing to earn the appropriate number of credits and/or GPA for their grade 
level will be retained.  The guidelines for this may be found in the Liberty County Student 
Progression Plan. 
 
Opportunities for credit recovery are available during the school year and summers. Every effort is 
made to assist students to stay on track to meet graduation requirements and graduate with their 
grade cohort.  Parents concerned about their children’s academic progress should be in close touch 
with the teachers.  Parental support and involvement is essential for student success. 
 
The School Board does not allow for “social promotions”.  This means that students can only 
advance to the next grade on the basis of academic performance, not age, size, or other reasons.  
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Research shows that it is far worse for a child’s self-esteem and his/her academic future to be 
socially promoted than to give him/her a second chance at the same grade level.  Giving a student 
an extra year of preparation in elementary school can often prevent him/her from dropping out in 
frustration later on or failing to pass the FCAT or End of Course exam and not graduating from high 
school. 
 

EDUCATIONAL CHOICES 
 

Home Education: 
 
Liberty County allows students to attend a home education program.  Details of the program for 
students between the ages of 5-16 are available upon request from the Office of the 
Superintendent.  A student seeking to enter or re-enter Liberty County School District from a home 
education program must meet all entrance requirements that any other students must meet.  The 
student shall be placed academically as any other student that seeks to enter public school below 
the ninth grade.  Special considerations are outlined in the School Board adopted program to award 
credits for grade 9 and above. 
 

Virtual Education:  
 
The district provides the opportunity for students to participate in virtual education programs.  The 
district currently contracts with the following virtual providers: 

 K12, Inc. for students in grades K-12, part-time and full-time virtual instruction 
 Florida Virtual Classic, part-time virtual instruction offering individual online courses to 

public, private and home education students. 
 Odysseyware for students enrolled in dropout prevention and academic intervention 

programs. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVANCED STUDENTS 
 
Gifted Students:  The State of Florida decides who is gifted based on IQ test scores.  The state sets 
the cut-off score. 
 
Dual Enrollment:  Juniors, seniors, and, in some cases, sophomores, can receive college credit for 
certain courses taught either on the high school campus or at the community college.  College dual 
enrollment credits are accepted at Florida public universities, but may not be at private schools or 
outside of Florida.  Consult with guidance counselors or at the college to get additional information. 
 
AP Courses:  Advanced Placement courses are provided at Liberty Co. High School.  Students earn 
college credit for these courses with a passing score on the AP exam. 
 
Honors Courses: In secondary schools, honor courses are defined as classes that are more 
challenging than standard courses.  No college credits are earned.   
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Accelerated Promotions:  In some rare instances, students are ready to “skip a grade” ahead of 
their classmates, having already mastered all the subjects being taught.  The principal makes these 
decisions after reviewing academic records and consulting with parents and teachers.   
 
Honors Graduates:  Candidates for Honor Graduates shall meet the following requirements using 
grades earned up through December of their senior year: 
 

Beginning with graduation class of 2008: 

 Cum laude:  Students with GPA of 3.00-3.49.  
 Magna cum laude:  Students with GPA of 3.50-3.74. 
 Suma cum laude: Students with a GPA of 3.75 - 4.0+. 

    
Grade Point Average:  The determination of GPA is based on courses taken through the end of the 

3rd nine weeks of the senior class year.  All semester grades earned including credit work brought  

 

from the eighth grade will have quality points tallied and then divided by number of entries.  This 

process will = GPA.  The GPA is computed using the letter grade.  Numerical grades will not be used.   

The average will be determined by the following point system: A=4 points, B=3 points, C=2 points, 

D= 1 point and F= 0 points.   Final grades will NOT be rounded off.  The senior student with the 

highest academic average, who meets Summa/Magna cum laude requirements, will be 

valedictorian.  The senior student with the second (2nd) highest grade point average, who meets 

Summa/Magna cum laude requirements, will be salutatorian.  Beginning with the graduating class 

of 2008-2009 dual enrollment, honor, AP, and IB classes will be weighted .25 in GPA calculations.  

 
EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 
 
Students with disabilities may be placed in the Exception Student Education Program.  At the time 
your child is placed in this program, educators will evaluate him/her and complete a document 
called an Individual Education Plan or IEP. 
 
There are several diploma or certificate options available to students in the ESE program, ranging 
from a standard high school diploma to a certificate of completion.  By state law, a student with a 
disability must still pass the FCAT and End of Course (EOC) exams to earn a standard high school 
diploma unless the student qualifies for a waiver.  Students in the ESE programs are entitled to stay 
in school until they reach the age of 22. 
 
For questions, accommodations, complaints or appeals regarding services in your child’s school, 
contact your child’s principal.  For district policies and practices, contact the District ESE Office at 
643-2275. 
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REPORTING TO PARENTS 
 
Report cards are issued to parents to provide an evaluation of their child’s academic achievement 
and social and physical development.  All parents will be notified regularly of their child’s 
achievement during the 36-week school year.  The reporting period is divided into four 9-week 
periods.  All students will be issued a progress report at the mid-point of each grading period.  
Parents are provided daily access to grades through FOCUS.  The FOCUS online portal provides 
parents the opportunity to view student grades and stay up to date with student progress.  Visit 
www.lcsbonline.org. or call your child’s school. 
 
Parents will be notified in writing 30 days prior to the end of the school year if their child is in 
danger of being retained or not graduating.  The letter will request a conference to discuss 
educational interventions or options. 
 

GRADING SYSTEM 
 
Kindergarten 
E – Does exceptionally well, 90% mastery of skills 
S – Satisfactorily developing, 80% mastery of skills 
N – Needs improving, 70% mastery of skills 
U – Needs more time to develop this skill,  
 If the student is below 70% mastery of skills, a conference will be requested. 
 

1st - 12th Grade 
 
A  =  90-100 
B  =  80-89 
C =   70-79 
D  =  60-69 
F  =   0 – 59 
I  =    0 
         
What Can You Do To Help Your Child Succeed in School? 
 

o Ask the teacher(s) for ideas on how you can help your child learn more at home. 
o Show your support by visiting your child’s school, attending special events or volunteering 

to assist in the classroom. 
o Read with your child. 
o Ask questions about what your child is reading and ask for evidence to support their 

answers. 
o Show an interest in what is done in school each day when your child gets home. 
o Tell your child that you believe he/she can do well in school.  Offer praise and 

encouragement for achievement and improvement. 
o Establish a daily routine. 
o Monitor your child’s activities after school, in the evening, and on weekends. 

http://www.lcsbonline.org/
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o Show your values by your actions. 
o If you need help with a school-related problem, contact your child’s teacher(s), the school 

counselor or the principal. 
o Check report cards and visit FOCUS online. 
o Talk with teachers. 
o Read information sent home. 
o Listen to Alert Now messages that are delivered to your home and check with your school to 

ensure they have your current phone number.  
o Set goals together. 
o Teach respect for self, hard work, and responsibility. 
o Be patient. 
o Involve your child in a variety of activities. 
o Strive to attend school every day.  Students who are not present will miss important 

academic content.  
o Be sure your child makes up work when absent. 
o Evaluate your child’s progress by reviewing Classworks and FAIR data that will be sent home 

three times per year.  

 

SERVICES AVAILABLE TO PARENTS 

Counseling Services 
For Academic Advisement & College Planning you may contact your child’s Guidance Counselor at 
the following numbers: 
 
Hosford  Elementary & Jr. High School:  379-8480 
Liberty County High School:  643-2241 
W.R. Tolar K-8 School:  643-2426 

 

PARENT PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Educators believe, and research shows, that when parents are involved in their children’s schools, 
academic achievement goes up.  Showing a strong interest in a child’s education is one of the most 
important things a parent, can do. 
 

District Advisory Council 
The District Advisory Council is a resource in the district to provide direction and offer solutions to 
educational issues.  Members are elected by their peers and include a strong representation of 
general parents, Title I parents, ESE parents and community members. 
 

Volunteer Program 
Parents and community members are invited and encouraged to become volunteers in the school 
system.  Call the school of your choice for information. 
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Family Reading Nights 
Family Reading Nights are held at each K – 8 school.  Reading with your child is one of the best ways 
to improve your child’s academic achievement.  Contact your child’s school for a calendar of events. 
 

Parent Training 
At least four parent trainings are offered each year.  Notices are sent home with the students, are 
run in the local newspaper, and posted on the district website. 
 

Parent Information Nights 
Each school will hold Family Information Nights on a variety of topics to aid parents in 
understanding how to help your child succeed in school. 
 

Adult Education 
Frequently, parents find that when they improve their own education, it has an impact on their 
children’s academic success—from providing a role model for children to improving the parent’s 
ability to read with a child and help with homework to bettering the family environment through 
improved job and life skills.  No one is ever too old to learn, and Liberty County Schools provides a 
number of opportunities for parents to increase their education al achievement.   For more 
information on Adult Education contact Melissa Muza, at 850-643-2275.  
 

Mentoring 
Be a Mentor to Learn More about our Mentoring Program.  Please Call Sue Summers 850-643-2275. 

 

Other Informational Resources Available at Each School 
 

School Public Accountability Report (SPAR)  English Speakers of Other Languages Plan 
School Improvement Plans    School Technology Plan 
Code of Student Conduct    District Safety Plan 
Student Progression Plans    Parent Involvement Plans 
District Strategic Plan     School Handbooks 
 

Title I, (Part A) 

Improving Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged 
 
Title I, Part A, is intended to help ensure that all children have the opportunity to obtain a high 
quality education and reach proficiency on challenging state academic standards and assessments.  
Title I focuses on promoting schoolwide reform in high-poverty schools and ensuring students’ 
access to scientifically based instructional strategies and challenging academic content. 
  

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS:  Title 1 provides federal funds to schools based on the number of 
students ages 5 to 17 from low-income families.  Funds must be used to provide services over and 
above what the student would receive in the absence of Title 1 funds.  The school district must 
distribute the resources sufficiently to make a difference in schools where needs are the greatest. 
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SCHOOLWIDE PROGRAMS:  A school is eligible for schoolwide status if at least 40% of the students 
in a school are from low-income families.  Schoolwide programs can use Title 1 funds to upgrade 
the entire educational program in the school.  These funds are often used to introduce new reading 
and math programs or provide professional development for all teachers and support staff.  Liberty 
County High School, W.R. Tolar K-8 School and Hosford Elementary & Jr. High School are schoolwide 
Title I schools. 
 

Title 1, Part C 
Education of Migratory Children 

 

Purpose: 
 

o To support high quality and comprehensive programs for migratory children to help 
reduce educational disruptions and other problems that result from repeated moves; 

o To ensure that migratory children who move among the states are not penalized in any 
manner by disparities in curriculum, graduation requirements, and state academic 
content, and student achievement standards; 

o To ensure that migratory children are provided with appropriate educational and 
supportive services that address their special needs in a coordinated and efficient 
manner; 

o To ensure that migratory children receive full and appropriate opportunities to meet the 
same challenging state academic content and student achievement standards that all 
children are expected to meet; 

o To design programs to help migratory children overcome educational disruption, 
cultural and language barriers, social isolation, various health-related problems, and 
other factors that inhibit the ability of such children to do well in school, and to prepare 
such children to make a successful transition to post-secondary education or 
employment; and 

o To ensure that migratory children benefit from state and local systemic reforms. 

 
Eligibility:  The term “migratory child” means a child (aged 3-22) who is, or whose parent, spouse, 
or guardian is a migratory agricultural worker, including a dairy worker, or a migratory fisher, and 
who in the preceding 36 months, has moved from one school district to another, in order to obtain, 
or accompany such parent, spouse, or guardian to obtain, temporary or seasonal employment. 
 

Allocation of Funds:  When allocating funds to districts, the State looks at: 

 The number of eligible migrant children 

 The special needs of migrant children 

 The “priority of services” requirement (students whose education has been interrupted 
during the regular school year and are failing to meet State Standards); 
 

PAEC provides service to the migrant students of Liberty County.  The PAEC Migrant Education 
Program Phone Number is (850) 638-6131 
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HEALTH INFORMATION  

Immunizations 

Florida law requires students to show proof of 

required immunizations or proper exemptions.  Those 

who fail to meet thee requirements will be excluded 

from school until proper documentation is provided.  

Who needs proof of immunization?  

All students entering, attending, or transferring into 

Florida schools must have a Florida Certificate of 

Immunization (DH Form 680 Part A).  

Can a student enroll without the proper 
immunizations?  

Student not presenting the required certification of 

immunization or exemption will be refused admittance 

to school and referred to their physician or the Liberty 

County Health Department for the proper documents. 

  

 Where can students receive immunizations?   

A physician’s office or the Liberty County Health 

Department can provide the required immunizations. 

What are acceptable exemptions?  
 Permanent Medical Exemption 

o Issued by physician  

 Temporary Medical Exemption  

o Issued by physician or authorized 

designee  

 Religious Exemption  

o Issued by health department  

 30 School-Day Exemption for transfer students  

o Issued by school  

What is the schedule of doses for the Hepatitis B 
vaccine?  

After the initial dose, the second is given one month 

later.  The usual interval between the second and third 

dose is five months.  If a dose is given too soon it is 

Immunization Requirements Students entering, 

attending, or transferring to:  

Preschool   

 Four doses DPT (diphtheria, pertussis, 

tetanus) vaccine with the last dose give on or 

after the fourth birthday or a fifth does is 

required  

 Three doses polio vaccine with the last dose 

given on or after the fourth birthday or a 

fourth dose is required 

 MMR (measles, mumps, rubella) vaccine 

given on or after the first birthday  

 HIB (haemophilus influenza type B) 

vaccination for children under five  

 Hepatitis B vaccine give in three shots over a 

sixth period  

 Varicella (Chicken Pox) vaccine or 

documented history of the disease on DOH 

680 Form is required for preschool students  

Kindergarten & Grades 1 through 6  

 Same as preschool, except no HIB  

 Second dose of measles (preferably MMR)  

 Varicella (Chicken Pox) vaccine or 

documented history of the disease on DOH 

680 form is required for kindergarten 

through 6th grade students.  Each subsequent 

year, the next highest grade will be in the 

requirement.  

Note:  A two dose vaccine requirement for Varicella 

(Chicken Pox) will be required beginning with 2009-

2009 school year for children entering Kindergarten.  

Each subsequent year thereafter, the next highest 

grade will be in the requirement.  Also, with the 2008-

2009 school year, two doses of MMR will be required 

for kindergarten through twelfth grade.    

Seventh grade to twelfth grade:  

 Second dose of measles (preferably MMR)  

 Hepatitis B vaccine given in three shots 

over a six-month period  

 Tetanus – diphtheria (Td or Tdap) 

booster.  
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considered invalid and another dose will be required.   Students must complete all doses or have an 

exemption in order to attend school.  

Is a health examination required for all students?  

Initial entrants into a Florida School (pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, and transfer need to present 

certification of a school-entry health examination performed within one year prior to enrollment 

(date of entry) or submit an exemption.  

What are the exemptions for a school-entry health exam?  

Religious exemptions (only a written request required) and 30 School-Day exemptions for transfer 

students are permissible.  

What Parents Need to Know About Meningococcal Disease:  

What is meningococcal disease?  

Meningococcal disease is a serious bacterial illness.  It is the leading cause of bacterial meningitis in 

children 2 through 18 years old in the United States.  Meningitis is an infection of the fluid 

surrounding the brain and spinal cord.  

Meningococcal infections can be treated with drugs such as penicillin.  Still, about 1 out of every ten 

people who get the disease dies from it, and many others are affected for life.  This is why 

preventing the disease through use of meningococcal vaccine is important for people at highest 

risk.  

What is the meningococcal vaccine?  

There are two kinds of meningococcal vaccine in the U. S.: MCV4 and MPSV4.  Both vaccines can 

prevent 4 types of meningococcal disease, including 2 of the 3 types most common in the United 

States.  

Who should get meningococcal vaccine and when?  

A dose of MCV4 is recommended for children and adolescents 11 through 18 years of age.  This 
dose is normally given during the routine pre-adolescent immunization visit (at 11-12 years).  But 
those who did not get the vaccine during this visit should get it at the earliest opportunity.  

How many doses are required?   

People 2 years of age and older should get 1 dose.  Sometimes a second dose is recommended for 
people who remain at high risk.  Ask your health care provider for more information.  
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Are there any risks with this vaccine?  

A vaccine, like any medicine, could possibly cause serious problems, such as severe allergic 
reactions.  The risk of meningococcal vaccine causing serious harm, or death, is extremely small.  

How can I learn more? 

Ask your doctor or nurse.  They can give you the vaccine package insert or suggest other sources on 
information.  Call your local or state health department.  

Methicillin-resistant Staphyldcoccus aureus Infections (MRSA) 

This article contains information regarding Stapylococcus aureus “staph.”  Although staph infections 

have been around for many years, Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) is a type of 

staph that is resistant to certain antibiotics.  In the past, MRSA has been found in healthcare 

settings; however MRSA is now commonly found in community settings such as daycare centers, 

schools, and fitness centers.  In the community, most MRSA infections are skin infection.  Frequent 

hand washing is the single most preventative measure to avoid infection.  Lather your hands with 

plain soap and water – using adequate friction for up to 20 seconds: before handling food, eating, 

after using the bathroom, blowing your nose, coughing, sneezing and after handling animals, blood 

or other bodily fluids.  Alcohol-based hand sanitizers do not replace soap and water hand washing 

but hand sanitizers or hand-hygiene wipes may be used when soap and water are not accessible. 

Hand sanitizers contain alcohol making them a fire hazard; therefore the use of alcohol-based 

sanitizers on a daily basis is not recommended by the Department of Education nor should they be 

stored in sizeable quantities in accordance with the Florida Fire Prevention Code.  Furthermore, 

without appropriate supervision of these products, misuse may occur. 

To assist parents and school officials, the Center of Disease and Prevention (CDC) Web site at 

http://www.cdc.gov/Features/MRSAinSchools/ provides answers to commonly asked questions 

about how to protect students and staff from MRSA skin infections.  The above CDC Web site 

includes practical advice for teachers as well as additional information and resources. 

In accordance with Chapter 64E-13, School Sanitation Rule, the Florida Department of Health (DOH) 

inspects all Florida schools twice a year.  These biannual on-site inspections are conducted to 

ensure: 

 Athletic and recreational equipment and facilities are clean and in safe conditions; 

 Buildings are kept clean and in good repair; and 

 Toilet rooms have appropriate hand washing facilities with soap dispensers at each 
washbasin. 

 
For local information concerning MRSA, please contact the county health department, 
school/district representatives, school nurse and/or your physician.  Thank you for sharing an 
interest in maintaining a healthy learning environment. 

http://www.cdc.gov/Features/MRSAinSchools/
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RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES 
 

Florida Department of Education 
http://www.fldoe.org  
 

FLDOE, Family and Community Outreach 
http://www.fldoe.org/family/ 
 

Choice Office 
Toll Free Parent Information 
1-800-447-1636 
http://www.floridaschoolchoice.org  
 

The Partnership for Family Involvement in Education 
National:  http://www.thefamilyworks.org  
 
National Parent Information Network 
http://npin.org 
  
Florida PTA 
http://www.floridapta.org 
 

Parents Place 
http://www.parentsplaceonline.com 
 

Family Education Network 
http://www.familyeducation.com 
 

1-800-USA-LEARN 
1-800-872-5327 
Helping Your Child Learn to Read 
 

Liberty County School Board 
http://www.lcsbonline.org 
 

Florida Parent Involvement Resource Center (Florida PIRC) 
www.floridapirc.org 
 

HOW TO CONTACT US: 
 
DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD OFFICE    Hosford Elementary and Jr. High 
643-2275       379-8480 
 
Liberty County High School     W.R. Tolar K-8 School 
643-2241       643-2426 

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/family/
http://www.floridaschoolchoice.org/
http://www.thefamilyworks.org/
http://npin.org/
http://www.floridapta.org/
http://www.parentsplaceonline.com/
http://www.familyeducation.com/
http://www.lcsbonline.org/
http://www.floridapirc.org/
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Liberty County Parent Self-Assessment Checklist 

The Liberty County Parent Self-Assessment is designed to help parents determine how involved they are in promoting a positive 
education for their child.  Please place a check by each response that you consider an area of need.  This Self-Assessment is for 
your use and is not to be returned to your child’s school. 

 FOCUS ON ATTITUDE 
 

___I stress the importance of education and doing one’s best in school to my child. 
 
___I express my belief in my child’s ability to be successful 
 
___I help my child set short and long term educational goals. 
 
___I celebrate my child’s academic accomplishments. 
 

 FOCUS ON ACADEMICS 
 

___I support reading with age appropriate home activities. 
 
___I assure that our home has a consistent time and place to do homework. 
 
___I ensure that my child has access to materials needed to complete assignments. 
 
___I regularly discuss and ask to see work that my child is doing in school. 
 
___I attend workshops on helping my children at home. 
 

 FOCUS ON BEHAVIOR 
 

___I monitor the Internet, e-mail, chat sites and computer games used by my child. 

 

___I monitor the television programs and videos viewed by my child. 

 

___I teach and reinforce positive behaviors such as respect for self and others, hard work and                                                                 

responsibility 

 

___I am aware of and enforce school behavioral expectations. 

 

 FOCUS ON BUILDING RESPONSIBILITY 
 

___I ensure that my child has a regular routine. 

 

___I encourage my child to accept responsibility for his/her actions. 

 

___I ensure that my child is in attendance and on time to school each day. 
 
___I monitor and promote my child’s participation in extracurricular and after-school activities. 
 

 FOCUS ON SCHOOL/HOME CONNECTIONS 
 

___I communicate regularly with my child’s teacher in person, on the phone, by email or through writing. 
 
___I prepare for and attend teacher conferences, Individualized Educational Plans, Academic Improvement Plans, or other 
individualized meetings. 
 
___I attend open house, science fairs, plays, musical events, class trips, sporting events, curriculum nights, or other school 
activities at every opportunity. 
 
___I volunteer in the school when possible. 
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